Who Is Our God?
Lessons from the book of Exodus
Week #17: Love God- Holiness in word and deed
Exodus 25:10-22
Have them make an ark of acacia wood—two and a half cubits long, a cubit and a half wide, and
a cubit and a half high. 11 Overlay it with pure gold, both inside and out, and make a gold
molding around it. 12 Cast four gold rings for it and fasten them to its four feet, with two rings on
one side and two rings on the other. 13 Then make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with
gold. 14 Insert the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark to carry it. 15 The poles are to remain
in the rings of this ark; they are not to be removed. 16 Then put in the ark the tablets of the
covenant law, which I will give you. 17 “Make an atonement cover of pure gold—two and a half
cubits long and a cubit and a half wide. 18 And make two cherubim out of hammered gold at the
ends of the cover. 19 Make one cherub on one end and the second cherub on the other; make the
cherubim of one piece with the cover, at the two ends. 20 The cherubim are to have their wings
spread upward, overshadowing the cover with them. The cherubim are to face each other,
looking toward the cover. 21 Place the cover on top of the ark and put in the ark the tablets of the
covenant law that I will give you. 22 There, above the cover between the two cherubim that are
over the ark of the covenant law, I will meet with you and give you all my commands for the
Israelites.

Deut. 13:1-18
If a prophet, or one who foretells by dreams, appears among you and announces to you a sign or
wonder, 2 and if the sign or wonder spoken of takes place, and the prophet says, “Let us follow
other gods” (gods you have not known) “and let us worship them,” 3 you must not listen to the
words of that prophet or dreamer. The LORD your God is testing you to find out whether you
love him with all your heart and with all your soul. 4 It is the LORD your God you must follow,
and him you must revere. Keep his commands and obey him; serve him and hold fast to him.
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That prophet or dreamer must be put to death for inciting rebellion against the LORD your God,
who brought you out of Egypt and redeemed you from the land of slavery. That prophet or
dreamer tried to turn you from the way the LORD your God commanded you to follow. You must
purge the evil from among you. 6 If your very own brother, or your son or daughter, or the wife
you love, or your closest friend secretly entices you, saying, “Let us go and worship other gods”
(gods that neither you nor your ancestors have known, 7 gods of the peoples around you, whether
near or far, from one end of the land to the other), 8 do not yield to them or listen to them. Show

them no pity. Do not spare them or shield them. 9 You must certainly put them to death. Your
hand must be the first in putting them to death, and then the hands of all the people. 10 Stone
them to death, because they tried to turn you away from the LORD your God, who brought you
out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 11 Then all Israel will hear and be afraid, and no one
among you will do such an evil thing again. 12 If you hear it said about one of the towns the
LORD your God is giving you to live in 13 that troublemakers have arisen among you and have led
the people of their town astray, saying, “Let us go and worship other gods” (gods you have not
known), 14 then you must inquire, probe and investigate it thoroughly. And if it is true and it has
been proved that this detestable thing has been done among you, 15 you must certainly put to the
sword all who live in that town. You must destroy it completely, both its people and its livestock.
16
You are to gather all the plunder of the town into the middle of the public square and
completely burn the town and all its plunder as a whole burnt offering to the LORD your God.
That town is to remain a ruin forever, never to be rebuilt, 17 and none of the condemned things
are to be found in your hands. Then the LORD will turn from his fierce anger, will show you
mercy, and will have compassion on you. He will increase your numbers, as he promised on oath
to your ancestors— 18 because you obey the LORD your God by keeping all his commands that I
am giving you today and doing what is right in his eyes

Deut. 23:21-23
If you make a vow to the LORD your God, do not be slow to pay it, for the LORD your God will
certainly demand it of you and you will be guilty of sin. 22 But if you refrain from making a vow,
you will not be guilty. 23 Whatever your lips utter you must be sure to do, because you made your
vow freely to the LORD your God with your own mouth.
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Exod. 23:10-19
For six years you are to sow your fields and harvest the crops, 11 but during the seventh year let
the land lie unplowed and unused. Then the poor among your people may get food from it, and
the wild animals may eat what is left. Do the same with your vineyard and your olive grove.
12
“Six days do your work, but on the seventh day do not work, so that your ox and your donkey
may rest, and so that the slave born in your household and the foreigner living among you may
be refreshed. 13 “Be careful to do everything I have said to you. Do not invoke the names of other
gods; do not let them be heard on your lips. 14 “Three times a year you are to celebrate a festival
to me. 15 “Celebrate the Festival of Unleavened Bread; for seven days eat bread made without
yeast, as I commanded you. Do this at the appointed time in the month of Aviv, for in that month
you came out of Egypt. “No one is to appear before me empty-handed. 16 “Celebrate the Festival
of Harvest with the firstfruits of the crops you sow in your field. “Celebrate the Festival of
Ingathering at the end of the year, when you gather in your crops from the field. 17 “Three times a
year all the men are to appear before the Sovereign LORD. 18 “Do not offer the blood of a
sacrifice to me along with anything containing yeast. “The fat of my festival offerings must not
be kept until morning. 19 “Bring the best of the firstfruits of your soil to the house of the LORD
your God. “Do not cook a young goat in its mother’s milk.
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